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DISCOVERY SANCTIONS

� JUDGE  et al v. DOT









Sanction  Attorneys’ Fees 

$84,000.00



Lost and Found

Clayton v. DOT

Batts v. DOT



THE SIGN



THE SMOKING GUN





COST OF THE SMOKING GUN

� Clayton  Default

� Batts Court of Appeals

� Possible total loss to DOT

� $700,000



Case Trends

� Low Shoulders 

� Signage

� MUTCD Violations

� Railroad Crossings



INVESTIGATIONS

� Photos – All approaches, video best

� Surveys 

� Pictures of all signage front and back

� Drop offs  need to scale, ruler etc.



Press Contacts and Random 
Questions

� Mea Culpa

� Do you know who is asking the 
question?



Phillips v. DOT  Good News

� Drop Off

� No Notice

� No Liability



Public Duty Doctrine

� HB 1113

� Act to Limit the Use of the Public Duty 
Doctrine

� May be asserted where the alleged 
negligent failure was to perform a health 
or safety inspection


